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Welcome to all ,

Since the last newsletter the rain gods have continued to shower their blessings on many parts

of Queensland and northern NSW. The long awaited flushing of the rivers and estuaries comes

with high expectations of tight lines just dow n the track. Helen Abdy who is a club member

and writes for B&B  Fishing Magazine wr ot e an article on the AMoura Mudd)
competition. Helen is a member of the restocking group in the Moura region and lives only a

s t o n trévefrom Cania Dam at Monto in  Central Queensland.  Moura is my old stomping
ground and | spent many a day wetting a line in the Dawson River and surrounding water

holes. A few of the pictures in the article show the rain bucketing down with boats and fishers

barely visible. Reminds me of our recent club bass outing at Maroon Dam. Many of the larger
impoundments are now holding unprecedented levels. Maroon at 90%, Wivenhoe at 94%,

Monduran at 74%, Cania at 35% and most of our local impoundments at 100%.

The salt water scene  has had its share of good days with areas around the creek mouths, the
seaway and the wider bay locations coming up with the goods. More on these locations in the

fishing re port section of the newsletter.

The cooler months  will not be a time to hibernat e with so many options to chase winter species

on flyand with all the new found knowledge from the recent fly fishing convention the list of
chores at home will be put on the back burner, well, for a while at least.

Club Meeting 1 9™ March 2010

Our Ma rch meeting was well attended with 26 members keen to catch up on the good oil and
plan for the month ahead.

The topics discussed at the meeting included:

« The planningl yf ofi sthiengi Conventi ono™ 20" anck21 Fefl d on t h

March.

+ Plans to further develop the research into non boating fly fishing opportunities in our
local areas.

+ Discussions regarding the club & annual fly tying completion to be judged at the June
meeting.

+ Reports on recent fishing outings from club members.
+ Plans for th e trout trip to Ebor at the end of the month.

Non Boating Fishing Op portunities

Tom raised this topic following the high degree of interest shown by club members at our

January one fly fishing day. The conditions on the day were far from ideal with rain  and wind
that would blow a dog off its chain and yet the attendance was good and an enjoyable day was

had by all.

Having a portfolio for suitable locations of the nature is of great benefit to the club and all its
members. Having a greater understanding of available options for land based fly fishing close
to home increases the opportunity for club members to spend more time fly fishing and still

getting out there when time is not that abundant.



It also creates a variety of options should we have to rethi nk our planned monthly outing due
to unforeseen circumstances.

Kruger kicked the ball into play with his suggestion of Emerald lakes. The club has used this
venue when one of the planned club trips had to be cancelled due to bad conditions. On the
day the re were some healthy estuary species caught and released.

Non Boating locations can produce the goods with a little research.
The criteria for a suitable location may be as follows.

+ No objections from outside parties  to fishing the location.

+ Easily accessible.

+ Suitable for fly casting.

+ Possible amenities such as toilets and tables or tap water.

+ Any that holds a population of any species of fish that will take fly.

Any location that comes close to the above criteria will warrant further investigation
Some other more subtle points to note may be:

4 Effects of prevailing winds.

4+ Effects of tidal flows.

4+ Water structures such as weed beds , timber, drains, and tidal inflow points.

4 Shore and bank makeup such as rock walls, sandy sections and man -made fishing
options.

+

Size of the fly fishable area. An idea of how many people could comfortably fish that
location with fly at any given time

With the Gold Coast waterways being so diverse in their make up the range of shore based
options must be plentiful. If you have any ideas of potential locations please bring them along
to the next club meeting.

Annual Fly Tyer of the Year Comp etition

The judging of the club fly tying champions will be judged at the June club meeting.
There will be two classes up for grab s in the fly tying event this year.

The two sections to be judged will be:
4+ The more experienced tyers. Those who have produced winning entries/examplesi n
the past.

4 The new comers to fly tying. Most of us.

It is hoped that many most of t he members will  submit their flie s thisyear. Get started on
your creations now



Paul Good ey took out last year & trophy and Denis Shaw has kindly donated a trophy for this
year & new comers section. Thanks Denis.

Time to start  tying for the June club meeting . More on the fly tying completio  n at the next
meeting.

Ebor Outing

The club outing for April is planned for Ebor in the weekend of the 30th April to 2nd May. Jon
Burgess is co -ordinating the weekend with final arrangements to be made at the April club

meeting.

At last count the numbers for the weekend were around 10 to 12 members on the start line.

Several of the club members have fished this location in the past and have enjoyed the

experience. This is my first trip to Ebor so | am looking forward to christe ning my new 3# and
capturing lots of  photos for the area. More on the Ebor Outing at the next meeting.

Gold Co ast Fly Fishing Convention 2010 i Jeff Christoffel

It was an opportunity not  to be missed and when the announcement  was made that the
circumsta nces had given the green light for the 2010 Gold Coast Fly Fishing Convention to
precede it was full steam ahead

An enormous amount of commitment and planning from Tom Boylan and Mark Hosking was

rewarded by a vote of thanks by all who participated in a weekend . For the keen flyfisho  this
weekend can only be described as  the fAFlyfishers Pearly Ga t e.sTe location for the weekend
was Camp Bornhoffen in the Numinbah valley.

~ All this and a full on Fly W eekend



The weather forecast for the week leading u p to the convention was garden variety to say the
least. There was cyclonic conditions closing in on the Queensland coast line and a point of

crossing seemed to be anybod  y 0 lsest guess. Soggy conditions were not to be the order of the
day and the weather g  ods smiled on us for the duration of the weekend.

All of the set up team arrived just after lunch on the Friday and made short work of converting
the large upper complex into our dining, fly tying workshop, A .V. presentation area and top
shelf fly equipme ntretail outlet.  Huge t hanks to Duncan and Janelle from Fish Head who were
there with  everything flyfishing to be tried and or purchased. With the amount of fly fishing

equipment set up for display they had all bases covered.

Iy cene' .

One of the biggest personnel challenges on the weekend was to decide what was on the fly

fishing menu to please your palate. From opening to closing there were two top shelf fly ty ers
instructing the fine  r points of the art  with Muz Wilson and Jon Makim at the vice weaving their
magic.

Jon weaving his magic

One of the fly tying lessons that came across was the value of the final pro duct. Both Muz and
Jon create their creations with a target species and all the necessary ingredients to induce that
anticipated response in mind. But they both agree that the proof of hitting the jackpot only

gets within reach when the fly is introduced t o the wet stuff.
Both Jon and Muz spent the hours going through different ways of constructing fl ies to achieve
the desired results. Talking to Muz and Jon about the developments in fly tying, both made

mention that they hear all t oo often that there is nothing new in the fly tying arena. For mine,
nothing could be further from the truth watching these two in action.



A

Discussing the finer pdints - From the vice to the pool , the final  test

With a four o6cl ocohpvath addmatesnand desperately searching for a non
shoring room to call home for the weekend the scene was set for a cracker time.

From the jump there was one person who set the seal on a weekend to be enjoyed. The ladies

name is Ann . Ann was our co ok for the weekend and the meals from Friday to Sunday were

simply firstclass. | f anyone went hungry it was because they cou
get to the dinner table.

Tucker time and nose bags on Ann, our master chef f or the weekend
After the Friday evening meal it was time to officially open the convention and bring all the

guests up speed with the programme for the weekend. It was great to have Tom Boylan who
worked hard to bring it a Il together, take the floor for the greeting.

Welcome to all from Tom



