
 

 
Welcome to All,  
 

Club Meeting  ï 10 November 2009  
 
The October  club meeting was well attended for what is always a busy time  for many. The club 

welcomed new members,  David Greer & Dean Price and visitor , Denis Nettlefold to the 

meeting.   

 

With 18 members present at the meeting there w as a good cross section of ideas to put a draft 

calendar together. The draft will be reviewed at our next meeting taking into account the finer 

points such as tides, public holidays, school holidays and other planned activities. The final 

calendar dates wi ll be listed on the club web site.  

 

South  East Queensland Flyfishers Club Web Site   
 

Mark Hoskin g gave a report on the progress of the new look club web site. The project has 

presented some challenges and  many opportunities to enhance the experience for si te users.  

Although the lionôs share of the project is in place, the site still requires some tweaking and 

front page photographs . The new website is now up and running and looks fantastic.  

 

All of the club members wish to convey a vote of thanks to our lo ng serving member Ev an 

Evans.  Evan has worked hard to develop and maintain our club web site over many years. All 

the technical expertise for our new site has been Ev ans doing. Mark and Ev an have been 

throwing around ideas for the web site for some time no w and the results speak for 

themselves. Well done.  

 

Club Christmas Party  
 

To be held at the Mark & Deb Hosking ôs home. 

 

 Date :  Sunday 13 th  December a round  11.30am  

 BYO Food  

 BYO drinks  

 BYO seating  

 Bring togs and runners   

 Santa will arrive for the kids  

 

If yo u donôt know where Mark lives, email or call him and he will give you the directions.  

 

December Club Trip  -  Brian McDuffie Memorial  Bass Bash  
6 th  December 20 09  
 

Judging by the interest shown on the club website this wild bass day will be a cracker.  

Donôt forget your NSW fishing licence and electric or paddle power only. Launch from the 

Byangum bridge area on the Tweed River. Day light start, and 10.30 (NSW time) BBQ & 

Presentation.  

 

 

 

 

 

Club Newsle tter  
December  2009  



 

Reports  to meeting  from recent outings . 
 

Monduran Dam  

Ezvin Sarvan  gave us his account of life aboard the luxury house boat and the white knuckle 

encounters with meter plus giant jumping carp (Barra). Full report  in this newsletter .  

 

Fraser Island Flats  

Taz Jeffery and Jon  Burgess took to the flats of Fraser Island. Taz i s still trembling from his 

first encounter with a teasing tailing Goldie . Jon in the mean time went crabbing. Full report in  

this  newsletter.  

 

Hervey Bay Day Trip  

Mar k Hoskin g and Mario Demaio combined a very early morning start with a late evening finish 

to have a crack at the H ervey Bay  Goldieôs & Tuna. No luck with the Goldieôs but when the Mac 

Tuna  appeared they were like fleas on a dog  back.  There thick when you can hear them 

coming.  

 

Meeting Presentation  
Photographic Image Construction -  Presented by  Kate Scharenguivel & Jeff Christoffel  

 

The main focus of the presentation, excuse the pun, was to look at the content of our 

photographic  image s, to ensure that the surrounding back drop supports, and enhances the 

main subject material.  The presentation wa s intended to reinforce the points covered in the 

ñPhotographers Corner ò section of the November newsletter.  Advances in technology that 

support the key features of the modern day cameras  present  opportunities for the budding 

photographer to create photos  of good clarity that supports the final image quality.  These 

features have the ability to compensate for a range of conditions. The compensating features 

of any camera have definite limits and thatôs where the person behind the creation of the 

image can make or break the moment.  

 

Points to consider  when framing the main subject in the view finder,  

 

 How well does the background setting  support and enhance the main focal subject?  

 
               

 
Cold foggy conditions in the back ground, add to feel of th e photo.  

 



 

 

 
The back ground helps tell the story.  

 

 
 

 

 
The background can complement an action image.  

 
 



 Often the focal subject can be centred in the scenery, allowing features in the 

foreground to enhance the photo. A word of warning with this concept.  The main focal 

subject can easily be sw allowed up by  the scenery in a photo constructed in this 

manner.  This may not be a bad thing at times as the angle at which the photo is 

captured can give beneficial results.   

 

 
When using foreground scenery try to centre the main focal subject more.  

 

 When the main focal subject is small and detailed, try to use supporting resources to 

give an element of association to the subject matter.  

 

 
Although the main subject is small, the association with the fly rod assists  the presentation.  

 

 

 



The process of creating a photo image that you are happy with is not rocket science.  

It comes down to a few key points:  

 

 Know your camera.  

 Let the camera do its  job.  

 Be observant.  

 Look for opportunities.  

 Create opportunities where pos sible.  

 Be patient.  

 Take multiple photos from varying angles.  

 Never delete a photo off the camera until you have had the chance to check it on the 

computer.  

 Take heaps of images.  

 Enjoy your photography as you discover things that work, and things that donôt.   

 

Thanks to Kate for her assistance to present this topic.  

 

Trip reports for November  
 

Monduran Dam Trip  
 

After the talk given by Wayne Kampe at our October meeting the planning for the much 

awaited Monduran barra trip reached new heights.  Only a short time after Wayne gave his talk 

at the club meeting, he and his wife Denise, gave  Monduran a visit. And true to form, Denise 

kept Wayne busy on the landing net.  

 

 
Denise Kampe with a 106 barra on fly.  

 

When the crew got wind of this catch take n in 1m eter  of water, and within 1  km of the ramp , 

they started packing the vehicles.  The crew for the week  was Paul Goodey, Denis Shaw, Vince 

Margossian and Ezvin Sarvan. They had taken two boats to Monduran with  their base camp 

being  the well appointed house boat at the dam.  



 
Home away from home for the  week . 

 

The weather conditions that week presented our crew with some challenging propositions . 

The mornings would open with cold south easterly winds  and then pick up to 20 to 30 knot 

winds from 10am till 8pm. Weathe r aside  the houseboat proved the best opportunity to 

maximise fishing time on the water. The facilities on the houseboat catered all for th eir  

creature comforts , like  the gourmet preparation s at that all important tucker time.  

Denis was kept busy as skip per of the home afloat , and was given a new nickname by his 

mutinous crew.  

 

 
Captain  Courageous Demolisher Denis at the helm.  

 

Vince tells the story. ...  Denis driving the houseboat came to this bay where we were 

supposed to anc hor. My boat was tied up behind the houseboat.  The breeze in the bay pushed 

the houseboat back towards some standing trees in the bay  and somehow  my boat had 

become tangled in the trees.  When Denis saw how close to the houseboat the trees were , he 

starte d the engines to avoid a collision. With the engines at full throttle Denis couldnôt make 

any ground on the trees.  



Captain Denis dispatched first mate Ezvin to see what the problem was.  When E zvin tried to 

und o the rope to Vince ôs boat but he couldnôt as the knot had locked under the pressure. Denis 

still can ôt see the situation at the back of the houseboat , so you can imagine how the 

communication lines sounded. Meantime  the trees are going down like nine pins at the bowling 

alley. Fortunatel y Vince was away fishing with Paul in his boat at the time and didnôt get to see 

Denis using his boat as a stump puller.  

 

Vince also tells the story of every morning when they came back from fishing they would  

burley with cheese for catfish off the houseboat. They would then drop a fly and let the catty 

take it without setting the hook, and see how far the catty would take the fly  before spitting it 

out.  On one occasion Paul was standing beside me and grabbed the slack line strip striking it. 

The catty was on so Paul let go the line and left me with it.  

 

 
The catty stalker.  

 

 
They take DK Dancers like lollies.  

 



On the second evening  a storm front approached. As the storm front was building  there was 

calm  and very humid hour  or so. It was as th e storm front  approached that Ez vin took a heavy 

strike and came up solid on barra.  

 

Ezvinôs story of the week away and the barra ...   First I would like to thank my houseboat 

buddies , Paul, Vince and Denis for a great time and great company. I enjoyed every single 

moment, full of laughter, great food and lots of fun. The fishing was really  hard in cold windy 

con ditions  for five days, dropping for only one hour when we had a good bite , and a fish was 

landed.  

 

My first time barra fishing and what a challenge. I had read so much in books and watched 

many DVDs on barra fishing, but this was a real challenge.  Casting b ig flies into windy 

conditions that at times reached 20 to 30 knots was hard.  I  carried two rods, a 9/10 #  and a 

10/11 #  loaded with Striper IV, SA intermediate clear and  Cortland Clear. I had read 

somewhere where that Rod Ha rrison said that the choice of fly t hat you wish to cast 

determines the rod selection.  When I was tying flies  for the trip I had a conversation with Jeff 

Christoffel about his favourite barra fly. Jeff suggested that I tie some Whistlers as he had 

success in the impoundments with both barra a nd soo ties.  It was the whistler that my barra 

inhaled.  

 

 
The Whistler  that did the damage  

 

Because  the wind that afternoon  was blowing abound 20 to 30 knots I had chosen only three 

styles of fly that I thought may be easier to cast with the 10/11# rod  an d have a chance under 

these conditions.  We had anchored the boat in a position to give us a 180 degree casting 

advantage to a point with weed beds on either side of the point. Just before dark the wind 

changed direction for a while and then stopped. I wa s casting  70 to 80 feet to the edge of the 

weed  and retrieving the  black whistler or modified blackôn barred, with a strip, strip and pause 

for 2 seconds. On my fourth set of strip, pause combinations my line came up tight with a 

barra that immediately j umped clear of the water with violent head shaking.  

 

I couldnôt recover any line as the barra took line at an alarming rate, burning into my hands. 

My thoughts were to maint ain hand contact with the barra  and hopefully have a better control 

for keeping the  barra away snags and timber. I was now fully aware that this was hand to 

hand combat with a fish of a lifetime.  I have to thank Paul who had his line in, the anchor up 

and on the electric in what seemed only a few seconds.  Without the assistance of a good  

fishing partner  landing fish of this calibre would come down to luck and nothing else. A few 

more jumps and solid runs an d the odds were starting to stack our way.  

 

When Paul had the barra in the net he called out for a hand , as the barra was too awkward 

and heavy to lift.  We both grabbed the net and the barra came aboard.  



 

Trying to get those all important quick pictures in the dark presented some difficulties but once 

again Paul came through with the results.  

 

 
Ezv in and Barra  

 

 
Quick photos, measure u p and release.  

 

What a fantastic experience, happy faces and my heart rate wouldnôt settle. If there was an 

opportunity to go to Monduran again, I would be the fi rst to put my hand up. Thanks to the 

rest of the crew for ma king the trip such a memorable one . 

 

Fishing for barra has been referred to as death by one thousand casts. During the week all of 

the crew had contact with the giant jumping c arp (barra). There were many follows and 

rejections, half hearted strikes and tight lines and pulled flies. The l ocal catfish population, 

ñnorthern power tails ò to our friends from the Northern Territory, filled in between barra.  



 

 
At times death by a thousand casts was even too much for the old master.  

 

During the heat in the middle of the day the crew filled in  time trailing the latest in outboard 

technology.   

 

 
The  new  240 volt Evinrude E - Tec.  

 

The crew were of the opinion that ñEò stood for electric. According to Denis the generator did 

not have enough grunt to get Paulôs boat on the plane. The sun is strong  in the middle of the 

day.  

 

 

 

 

 


