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Welcome To All,

Club Meeting 13 ™ October 2009

The October club meeting was well attended with members enjoying the reports from recent

fly fishing excursions, planning for upcoming outings and topped off with a n evening of
presentations on techniques on tackling tailing Goldie & on the Hervey Bay flats by Jon Burgess
and followed by another entertaining presentation by Mario Demaio on boat driving and tactics
when pur suing the often skittish ~ Longtail tuna

Following on from the presentations it was out with the fly vices as the group tried the ir hand
attying Goldie and Longtail flies, coached by Paul Good ey and Thomas Seebach . Paul and
Thomas demonstrated the tying techniques for several bait fish patterns suitable for these
species.

Reports from recent outings attended by club members were given.
Darwin Saltwater 1 Mark Hoskin g gave report . Article to come in next month & newsletter.
Variety Togaon Fly T Kruger Scharenguivel gave report . Article included in this newsletter

Harrison and Tim Perrin reported on their fly fishing adventures of recent. The lads are two of

the junior members of the c¢club but dondét | et the | ack
competent at the many aspects of fly fishing and have a species and tally rate that is the envy

of many. Harrison and Tim are focusing on their end of year exam s at present, but  have

offered to put an article together for the club news letter once the dust has settled. Watch this

space.

Tim and Harrison Perrin with Mark Hoskin g after a being presented with a Club Vest



A few other outcomes discussed at  the October club meeting.
Monthly Meeting Times - Just a reminder!
=+ Club meetings to be changed to the second Tuesday in the month.
= That our meetings kick off at 7 PM. This will make optimum use of our planned agenda
for our meetings and at the same time assist our host to service the needs of our
members.
** NB. The dates for our November club meeting - Tuesday 10 ™ November at 7PM.

The Christmas Party

To be held at the Hosking & residen ce. For any of you who do not know where Mark lives

pleasecont act him and he will send you a fAimud mapo
4+ Date Sunday 13 " December 2009, starting around 11.00am
%+ BYOFoodi 2 BBQO6s will be avail able for anyone wanting
% BYOdrinks i The Club will provide some beer, wine and soft drink
=+ BYO seating.
= Take rubbish away.
+ The jury handed down their verdict on Santa ( Life sentence)

Looks like no respite for Santa. Hope the tent makers can put the finishing touches to his outfit
in time. The problemist  hey require enough fabric to cover an average big top for the over
belly. Please register your intention to come on the clubs forum or email Mark and also let us
know the age of the kids that are coming so Santa is well prepared.

November Club Trip 7 Hervey Bay

Because of the often unpredictable nature of the weather at the time of the year there are two

dates on the drawing board. The first option is to shoot for the weekend of the 7 " and 8 " of

November with the back -up option the weekend of the 21% and 22 "™ of November.

December Club Trip - Brian McDuffie Memorial i Sunday 6 ™ December 2009

Wild Bass fish ing in the upper Tweed River. This outing has been on our club calendar of many

years. Last year however this outing took on a special signi ficance within our club. With the

passing of a much respected and loved club member, Brian McDuffie the club overwhelmingly

sought t o hold this outing as an annual day in Briands hoi
every opportunity and enjoyed the quali ty bass fishing that this location has to offer.

The inaugural day was hotly contested, with the trophy going to Paul Goodey.

Trophy presentedto | ast y e ar &aul GeadeyrbyeMagali McDuffie



The launch site on the beautiful Byangum stretch of the Tweed River

Breakfast on the BBQ by the master chef on the day

The bass came out to play last year and everyone involved saw their share of the action.
If you enjoy your bass fishing then this outing is one not to be missed.

Things to remember  for the December club trip:

%+ How to getthere. The Bya ngum Bridge is on the Tweed River only a short drive
south of Murwillumbah on the road to Uki.

% A NSW Fishing licence is required to fish these waters. A fishing licence can be
procured via the internet or fishing tackle outlets, and also some service stations in
NSW.

= Combustion engines are NOT permitted on this section of the river. Paddle power or
electric motors only.

= Access to the water is via the grassed area adjacent to the picnic shelter on the
downstream side of the bridge.



+ In the warmer months the shallower sections of the river carry more than their fair
share of weedy areas. Weed guards may help to overcome the frustration of fishing
these often productive areas.

+ The early morning surface acti on can get the heart pumping in this nick of the

woods.

+ Late breakfast on the BBQ followed by the trophy to this year & winner.

+ If you have something that floats, and you can casts a fly from it then this is a must
do trip to top off what has been a great club year.

Monduran Dam Barra Trip.

A group of keen club members are making a pilgrimage to Monduran Dam in search of the

giantjumpingc arp, otherwise k nown as fAbarrad. The group has been pr
some time now. Hiring a house boat as a base camp the intention is fish till you drop , and then

fish some more.

No guessing there will be lots of stories to tell after a week on the housebo at. This will stretch
the limits of their tackle when they set a fly into something the size of a Volkswagen travelling
in top gear.

Full report on the Monduran Dam Barra Tripinnext mo nt méwsletter.

Flats Fishing For Gol dniFly &is Presentation by Jon Burgess

Jon spoke of his experiences fly fishing the inside flats of this beautiful part of the world,

Fraserisland . The drop off point for MoomPBant dntl athesampatc ur si ons
Kingfisher Bay Resort. From here Jon wa ded the flats both  directions from  the drop off point.

Jon spoke of the techniques he applies when casting to tailing Go | diagwelas playing and

then handling the fish to ensure its best chances for survival when released.

Summary of Jonbés mpmesentat.i

%+ You an often get close to tailing fish. Be careful not to get so close that you frighten
the tailing fish.

+ Ensure your fly is moving away from the fish. Never let your fly appear to attack to
fish.

+ Cast slightly ahead and away from the fish.

+ Acurve castcan be handy in these situations.

+ Know where your fly is at all times.

+ Always use a loop knot to secure your fly.

#+ Dono6t | ine the fish.

+ Floating lines.

+ Use a quick sink tippet. Get your fly down on the bottom quickly.

+ Two short strips , 6inch each, once the fish has sighted your fly.

+ If tying your own tippets , check your knots. Interlocking nail knots are often used
by some targeting these powerful species.

+ UV Knot Seal on knots.

+ Longer leaders, 12 foot, 15 to 20Ib. breaking strain fluorocarbon.

+ Rods 9 #, 9 or 10 foot.

+ Clouser & work well. Colours, yellow, orange, white, chartreuse or combinations of

these colours.

Jon was keen to point out how important it is to play the fish as quickly as possible and handle
the fish correctly on capture.

Points to remember:

+ Light tippets extend the time from hook up to release. This places a lot more stress on
the fish resulting in a reduced survival rate after release.



+ Wear gloves to avoid skin contact with the fish. Fish have a protecting layer of slime

over the ir scales. This can easily be damaged by contact with human skin , e ven if your
hands are wet.

=+ Keep the fish wet at all times . A wet towel can be used to cradle the fish for that all
important picture.

#% Where possible have the camera ready as this reduces th e time out of the water for the
fish.

Jon Burgess sharing his experiences of flats fishing for Goldie & on the inside of Fraser Island

et SO WO U il S

Flats fishing opportunities galore on the inside of Fras er Island

Many thanks to Jon for sharing his passion on this topic.



Long tail Tactics - Presentation by Mario Demaio

Mario and fishing mate T homas Seebach have spent much of their flyfishing time in

search of our often fickle friends, the Longtail tuna. With healthy populations of

fi bngies 0 in both Moreton Bay and Hervey Bay, Mario and Thomas have frequent fi yer
point at both locations.

Mari odbs presentation covered many of the prerequi si
these speedsters. Mario discussed locating, positioning, boat driving, fly & and fly
presentation, fighting the fish and equipment.

Summary of Mari obébs Presentation:

+ Longtal tuna dono6t sit around waiting for the next

constantly on the move searching and setting the scene for their next baitfish

smorgasbord.

Birds diving on the hapless bait schools that have been forced to the surface by

the Longies beneath are prime indicators of action ahead.

Even a solitary bird diving to feed should not be ignored.

Height of the birds is often a fare indication of the depth of the fish.

Longtail mostly feed into the wind.

Important to position the boat to give yourself a good shot at the school.

Leave the motor running  , 0 n occasions even the change in vibration from

knocking the motor out of gear will put the school down.

If possible position the boat with the wind coming over the non casting shoulder.

Get the fly in the water as soon a possible.

Try to control the line on the boat deck as much as possible. Consider a stripping

basket if necessary.

Swap the fi shing/driving roles. Have someone fishing the front of the boat and

swap once a fish is caught.

9# or 10# clear intermediate lines preferred.

Mostly u se 20lb leader straight through, either fluoro or mono.

Good quality reels and drags are required to cope with the punishment served

out by these speed machines.

Ensure your drag is set and ready for what lays ahead when fishing fo r Longtail.

When fighting the fish keep the rod angle low. This uses the stronger but t end of

the rod to do the lion & share of the work.

% Vary your strip techniques from do ing nothing to flat stick. What worked
yesterday may not turn heads today.

+ Once a fish starts to circle the boat they will keep this pattern up till the cows
come home. The boat driver will have to drive away to stop the fish circling the
boat.

£ Once the hook is set the fish will often make a 100 meter plus run. Should the
fish then turn and head straight back at the boat stamp your foot hard on the
deck to get the fisht o change direction to your advantage.

+ Should a school of fish be sighted scooting pas t the boat more than likely  that
these fish are often on a mission heading somewhere and are difficult to catch in
this mode.

+ Candiesand C1 o u s are ageo d starting point when selecting fly & for Longies .

« Start with 30 if you are not sure what size bai
adjusting the size of your fly till you hook up. Some days they will take a low
flying duck and other daystheflyhastomatc h | i ke Cinderell ads sl ip
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Mario giving us the low down on  Longtail s

Many t hanks to Mario for sharing his Lo ngtail adventures with us.

After a short break the evening moved on to fly tying. It was pull the wagons in a circle, grab

the club fly vices, a bag of materials and follow the masters. Paul Goodey and Thomas
Seebach took the group through the techniques oftying C1 o u s and éasdies. Both Paul and
Thomas are accomplished flytyers and everyone was keen to hone their skills on the finer

points of tying these two commonly used patterns.

Paul covered off on the clouser style patterns while Thomas ventured into the candies using

that mystical and often frustrating world of epoxy.

All hands to the vices
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A nervous wait ahead for this creation

Many thanks to Paul and Thomas for their well received instruction on the vice.

Trip Reports from October

Variety Toga on Fly at B orumba Dam

Two things that are made for each other, B orumba Dam and Toga. So when this weekend in
October comes around wi | dme avays Fis anoual @Mertt is drdganidecct@ p
benefit Vari ety Chi laddrisehe brain cld e ®va\wohdarfuldpeople, Jeremy
and Judy Wakelin.

Each year they put  their shoulder s to the wheel to organise two fly fishing weekends to raise

funds in support of ~ Variety Queensland. Thefirstisa @ Bss on Flyo weekend around March , at
Maroon Dam based at Camp Lakefire . In October there isthe i ©ga on Flyo weekend on
Borumba Dam, base d at the Deer Park camp grounds which is located just a st on trove
from the dam.

If flyfishing isin you  r veins then this part of the world has plenty to offer. Just south of Gympie
take the turn off towards the township of Imb il and the n on to Deer Park camping grounds.
Even before arriving at the camp grounds the trip takes you across the picturesque Yabba

creek which is the life blood of B orumba Dam.

Yabba Creek meanders through the surrounding countryside and is known to be the home of a
healthy population of both bass and toga. Yabba creek flows on from the base of the dam wall
through what can only be described as lush, subtropical forests. To prospect this area with a

fly rod would pose some challenges due to the dense vegetation along the creek bank.  The full
potential of the lower creek would require undertaking a serious gecko in the cooler we ather to
establish an approach plan. Then, early morning with surface fly when the cicadas are most

vocal in January/ February would have tobethe b e e Rnees.






