
 

 
 
Welcome To All,  
                    

Club Meeting -  15/09/09  
 

The September club meeting was well attended with 27 members joining in to plan for the busy 
times ahead and with a guest speaker the calibre of Wayne Kampe taking the floor, we could 
have sold tickets and packed the bowels club out. 
 
But first, a look at some important outcomes discussed at the September meeting. 
 

Monthly Meeting Times 
 

Discussions with the management of our host venue, the Mermaid Beach Bowls Club, around 
staffing, allocated meeting areas and meeting times were put forward to our memberõs 
consideration.  
The following changes were agreed to: 
 

 Club meetings to be changed from the third Tuesday in the month to the second 
Tuesday in the month. 

 That our meetings kick off at 7 PM. This will make optimum use of our planned agenda 
for our meetings and at the same time assist our host to service the needs of our 
members. 

 
NB. These changes will take effect immediately. Making the date for our October club meeting, 
        Tuesday 13th October 2009 at 7PM.    
 
òLook forward to seeing you there.ó 
 

The 2010 Convention                                      
 
Tom Boylan gave an update on the planning for the 2010 convention. Tom has been beavering 
away talking to exhibitors, retailers and presenters. The response has been very good with the 
success of previous conventions supporting this not to be missed event. With Tom steering the 
organising of the great event you can be sure we are heading into well charted waters.  
Tom will keep us posted as the time draws nearer.  
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Club Christmas Party 
 
When the topic of Christmas parties was raised all eyes turned to Mark. It was obvious to see 
that the pleasant experiences of previous Christmas parties at the Hoskingõs home were firmly 
etched in the memberõs minds. Point discussed regarding the Christmas party: 
 

 Date to be set. 
 BYO Food. BBQõs will be provided for members to use if they require. 
 BYO drinks. 
 BYO seating.  
 Take rubbish away. 
 The jury handed down their verdict on Santa.( Life sentence) 

 
Last year Annette and I attended my first club Christmas party at the Hoskingõs home. We had 
an enjoyable time in this peaceful piece of paradise. Christmas is always a busy time of the year. 
If you can make it, this is a great time to catch up with members and their families. 
More on the Christmas party at the next meeting. 

                                       
There is a rumour out there that Santa has had to go to one of the tent manufactures to get 
fitted out for an outfit for this year. Apparently off the shelf sizes just donõt cut it anymore. 

 

October Club Trip -  òVariety Toga on Fly Weekendó -  Borumba Dam. 
 
Friday evening 9th October: Briefing. 
Saturday 10th October: 2 sessions, break for lunch and retreat from the midday sun. 

(Saturday evening dinner at Deer Park included in entry fee). 
Sunday 11th October:   Morning session and back for lunch and presentations. 

 
N.B.  A current stocked impoundment permit is required to fish Borumba Dam. Permits are 

available on line, or from the kiosk at Deer Park camp grounds. Camp style 
accommodation is available at Deer Park. The park has excellent facilities for an event 
such as this. 
For more information contact Jeremy Wakelin -  Email-  redlaughter@optusnet.com.au 

Mobile-  04197399117 
 

November Club Trip -  Hervey Bay 
 
Because of the often unpredictable nature of the weather at the time there are two dates on the 
drawing board. 
The first option is to shoot for the weekend of the 7th and 8th of November. 
The back- up option is the weekend of the 21st and 22nd of November. 

 
More on the November club trip closer to time. 

 

December Club Trip - Brian McDuffie Memorial Bass Bash 
 

Wild Bass fish in the Upper Tweed River. Day not to be missed. Date to be set. 
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Childrenõs Leukaemia Foundation Fun Day 
 

We are planning for a day around the water for children with leukaemia. The main focus is to 
get the kids on the water in memberõs boats, have a ball, and a BBQ all at the same time. The 
club has conducted this day some time back. From all reports the day was a tremendous success 
with a great time had by all. The day also helped raise funds for the Leukaemia Foundation. 
Watch this space. 

 

Presentation by Wayne Kampe - Barra on Fly 
 
Wayneõs presentation covered techniques, locations, equipment and flies. He combined a slide 
show presentation with show and tell including many of his favourite flies.  

 
I will try to cover off on a few of key points in Wayneõs presentation. 

 
 Look for the points with some structure, weed, low standing timber or the like. 
 Look for birds. Guarantee if there are birds around there are bait fish. Bait fish equates 

to tucker for the barra. 
 A slight drop off is all that is necessary within casting distance from the weed edges. 
 Move into the weed quietly, preferably under electric power. Anchor up or tie off 

and wait for the dust to settle. Be patient. 
 Continue to cast to the perimeters of the drop off and cover the terrain 

methodically. Barra will cruise this area in search of food. You never what the next 
cast will bring. 

 Spent quality time in your chosen location. Give the barra time to come to you. 
 9# plus for these giant jumping carp. Remember barra come in two sizes, garden 

variety and the size of early model Volkswagens.  Be prepared. 
 700mm of 40lb mono of fluoro  carbon as tippet to deal with those gill rakes. 8 

gauge fencing wire is on the verge of overkill. 
 Bulky flies around the size of a full grown sea eagle fit the bill. Flies need to give off 

good vibes as they move through the water. 
 Vary the pace of your retrieves. The wounded bait fish is a good starting point  
 If you are having trouble tying your fly on in poor light conditions, make sure that 

you are tying on a surface fly. Low light is top water stuff. 
 The windward side of bays often holds a tad warmer water and increased micro type 

foods to encourage bait fish numbers. And hopefully barras.  
 Partly submerged lantana is a haven for both bait fish and ambushing barra. 
 Give the midday sun a miss. Only mad dogs and Englishmen venture out in to the 

midday sun. Make sure you carry plenty of water and sun protection. 
 Remember, work those shallows. Even big barra will venture into very shallow water 

in search of tucker. 



 
 

Plenty of material for movement and vibes in Wayneõs barra flies. 
 
Wayne is a person who is very well respected around fly fishing circles for both his skills and his 
willingness to share his experiences with others. Wayne is a regular contributor to QFM, where 
he writes articles on fly fishing, and contributes reviews many items of use in our great 
outdoors. Wayne is also a long term member of a Brisbane based fly club, òMallard & Claret Fly 
Fishers Clubó. While taking photoõs at Maroon Dam for the òVariety Bass on Flyó weekend early 
this year, I had the opportunity to meet up with this friendly group when they dropped in after 
tea to make a valued donation to Variety children. Their club was also fishing Maroon that 
weekend as a planned club outing. 
 
Wayne has offered to put together an article on the Mallard & Claret Fly Fishers Club for our 
club mag. Wayne and I also spoke about possibly swapping club mags each month. This is an 
area I would like to develop with all fly clubs. Watch this space. 
 

 
 
Fly clubs come together to enjoy and support Variety Childrenõs Queensland at Maroon 

Dam. 



In short, Wayne is great ambassador to our chosen past time of fly- fishing and we were 
fortunate enough to have Wayne address our last club meeting on the subject of impoundment 
barra on fly. 

 
Thanks Wayne. 

    

Club Outing Report -  Coomera River Sunday 20th September ð Brian Kirkley 
 

There were few cars and trailers in the pale morning light of the car park when Taz and I slipped 
his well setup tinnie into the river, and quietly motored downstream. Iõd seen Denis and Kruger 
setting up, but at this early hour, there was no evidence of the balance of ten guys fishing the 
Coomera on this perfect Sunday morning. The tide was low and had just turned no wind and a 
few clouds, clearing, just before dawn. 
 

 
Captain Bob 

 
Taz had caught a nice size giant herring the day before and he headed the boat towards the same 
spot, the point of an island where the current split and appealing eddies swirled lazily along the 
shore line. As Taz stripped line off his first cast, the fly drifted momentarily in the water and to 
his surprise was attacked by an aggressive Trevally. 
 
I managed to hook a nice flathead on a yellow and white clouser and Taz soon had it netted and 
landed in the boat for a few pics before release. 
 



We drifted with the tide up stream and during the morning met up with the other four boats at 
one time or another, all fishing hard, and while spirits were high, and any wonder with the 
weather so perfect, there were no reports of òfish onó. 
 

 
Just one more cast, perhaps one more, one more for luck, did you see that, one more! 

 
However when we got back to the ramp, Tom pulled out his camera to show he still had the 
luck of the Irish, with pics of a bloody huge tailor he had hooked early that morning and Bob 
had skippered his òesky lidó with his usual proficiency to ensure this leviathan was landed and 
measured and photographed. Congratulations Tom. 
 
Denis quietly admitted he had landed three flathead. Congratulations Denis. 
 

 
I know itõs tough, but someone has to do it. 



 
Tom and Tailor. 

 
By the time the boats were back on the trailers, Denis had the BBQ set up in the shade of the 
overpass and an excellent breakfast of sausages and eggs and bacon, catered with the efficiency 
and style we have come to expect from his creative cooking, and the able assistance of Vince. 
Thanks Denis and Vince, it created a perfect venue for everyone to enjoy a well earned coldie 
and swap a few yarns and jokes, and look at the flies Vince has been tying for Monduran. Some 
of them I would have happily kept as pets. 
 

 
Tucker Time under the bridge. They do look at home here. 

 
So another successful Club outing, good weather, some challenging fishing, and the company of 
good fishing mates. Bring on the next one. 



 

  

  

This month I would like to take you to a recipe that is and oldie, but still a summer time  

favorite at our place.   Our neighbor, Mick, whose mum is of Japanese origin,  kindly  

bought over a warm container of these little gems one evening.   When Mick kicked in the  

kitchen the results were always top shelf. Using crab meat, peeled prawn or a  

combination of both, they  are easy the make and taste great warm served as an entrée  

with dipping source, or with fresh salad.        

Crab/ Prawn Vegetable  Cakes.  
  

  

Ingredients .   

× 
  1 Shredded  c arrot .   

× 
  ½ Thinly sliced onion .   

× 
  ½ Cup of peas. (frozen or fresh) 

  

× 
  1 Cup of  thinly sliced chinese cabbage. 

  

× 
  1 Cup of crab / prawn meat or a combination of both. 

  

Batter .   

× 
    1 Egg.   

× 
  ¾ Cup of cold water. 

  

× 
  ½ Cup of  corn flour .   

× 
  ½ Cup of  plain flo u r.   

Method .   

× 
  Wisk  egg and cold water. 

  

× 
  Mix in the flo u r ingredients  with the egg/cold water. Try to  

achieve a thin consistency with the batter mixture. 
  

× 
  Now mix in the remaining ingredients and stir through the  

batter mixture.   

Cooking. 
  

× 
  Cover the pan  with a shallow layer of your favorite cooking  

oil and bring up to a frying temperature. 
  

× 
  Shaping the mixed ingredients into  p alm  sized cakes place in  

hot oil and turn when golden brown. 
  

× 
   Remove from pan when cooked and drain on paper towels 

  

Serve as entrée  or main with salad. 
  

                                                               

The Cooks Corner ð Jeff Christoffel 



 
Crab/ Prawn Vegetable Cakes. 

 

The Photographers Corner ð Jeff Christoffel 
 
September we took a look at the proõs and conõs of using of the view finder as compared to 
using the LCD back screen when taking photos. To recap, the use of the view finder kept the 
camera close tucked in to the body, reducing unwanted movement while taking the shot. And 
also had the benefit of extending the battery charge by not using the power expended using the 
LCD back screen as frequently. A big plus when battery power needs to be conserved on 
extended trips.   
 
This month I would like to finish off on the importance of camera stability when photo quality 
is important. And I cannot think of a time when it is not. When we think of camera stability we 
think of large tripods that are awkward, gangly pieces of equipment that are a pain to carry, let 
alone use. Donõt get me wrong, photography would not be at the quality is without these 
praying mantis platforms that support that once in a life time image. 
 
The need for portability, weight, ease of operation and compactness are constantly in the front 
of our minds when preparing for any trip. So when it comes down to tripods, large are out and 
micro is in. In my kit I carry two pieces of equipment that fit the bill. Both fit the above criteria 
and wonõt break the budget. 
 

 Micro pods give you the advantage of including the photographer in the picture. They 
can be free standing or easily affixed to most structures using a suitable length of double 
sided, 25mm Velcro tape. Donõt leave home without 2 metres of this magic tape. 



 Telescopic mono poles also fit the bill. They improve image stability in the vertical plane, 
are quick and very light weight. 

 
Flick me an email with any questions or topics you would like covered. 
Till this time next month, Jeff 

 

Club Photo of the Month  
 

 
 

Skipper Bob 
 
This photo was sent in by Tom Boylan for the Coomera river report. This is an off the cuff 
photo with no enhancing. Good use of composition with subject and background. 
Knowing Bob the photo tells it all. Bob is at home in this photo and his facial expression is one 
o the cat that swallowed the canary. Great shot Tom.  
Flick me any shots you have of moments on the water, fishing or where youõre fishing takes 
you. 
 
Keep the camera handy, Jeff 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Club Members Corner 
 

During the month I received an email from Vince. Now if you have ever received an email from 
Vince you will be like a kid at Christmas time trying to get the email open. You see Vinceõs 
emails always contain the good oil on the finer things in life, like fly fishing reports, fly fishing 
pics, new fly creations and pics of his sounder screen when the action is better than a M.A.S.H. 
episode. 
 
I was not to be disappointed. Vince had passed on a recent article involving two of our much 
respected past club members.  
 
The two gentlemen featured in the article are Trevor Johns & Gary Sheppard. The article is base 
around a top shelf location on the south island of NZ. It seems that Gary and his right hand 
lady Helen, have taken up residence is what must be described as godõs country in brown trout 
terms. I met Gary about the time I first started fly fishing. A quick search through the old photo 
album revealed this. 
 

 
Itõs a tough life but somehow someone has to stand up and be counted 

 
As you can see Gary can handle a stressful situation better than most. If my memory serves me 
right, Gary boated a cracker toga on the afternoon before the comp kicked off. Maybe timing 
wasnõt his best point. And yes that is aeroguard not a rough red on the blanket next to Gary. 
Check out the attachment. Take careful note of the advertisement where Gary and Helen have 
posted their accommodation arrangements. If thatõs not value, I donõt know what is. 
Sounds like Trevor will be a regular around these parts in the future. And why not, sounds like 
this is a take a number location. 
  

 



 
 

The Fruits of the Harvest 
 

No ifs buts or maybes, the harvest time is not for the faint hearted. But the harvest time is not 
all blood sweat and tears, apparently.  
 
For one of our very talented and much loved club members, Jon Makim, last harvest was to 
produce a little gem.  Prospecting, no; in the right place at the right time, definitely yes.  Jon 
couldnõt believe his luck when he met Miriam. 
 


