
  
 

Welcome to all ,  

 
With the club AGM only a few sleeps away the opportunity to take a breather and reflect on 

the past year as editor  and vice president of our great club  is now or never. Each month there 

are always nervous jitters as the fingers hit t he key board to bring together the points of 

interest that will do justice to the involvement of our members and their contribution to the 

club.  

 

From a club perspective, I believe that our corner stone is underpinned by both the 

commitment of both past an d present members. The reasoning behind my thoughts is born 

out by the support that the members give in contributions to the ir  newsletter  and their 

commitment to build on our strong history.  In todayôs lifestyle spare time can  often be a 

scarce commodity so I would like to thank everyone for their efforts to keep the lines of 

communication open.  

 

Personally this experience has been a steep  but very  enjoyable learning curve.  Understand ing  

the diversity of the fly fishing interest s and experiences that exis t within our  club has been a 

real bonus  in my books . These experiences surfaced while  researching  interesting material to 

include i n each months newsletter and is a great opportunity to take on and share information 

with the other club members  in the proce ss. 

 

Having other fly clubs come on board to network and exchange newsletters has been beneficial 

to everyone within our  club. Each month we have the opportunity to experience the 

experiences of other fly fishing communities who  are out there with the same  passion and 

enthusiasm for their pastime as ourselves.  Their newsletters are  great read s and often 

present fresh ideas and concepts that benefit all our members. Thank you to these clubs and 

we look forward to the continuation of this relationship in the  coming years.  

 

Well it ôs on with the show.  

 

Thanks again,  Jeff Christoffel (SEQFFC Editor)  

 

Club Meeting -  13/07/2010  
 

The July club Meeting was well attended with 21 on board for the evening.  Welcome to our 

visitors to the meeting, Lee Geldenhuy and Scot t Wilson.  It was great to have this number of 

members in attendance  as there were several items up for discussion on the evening. The 

overall contribution of the members has given rise to the framework which we hope will 

continue to enhance the fly fishing  experiences of our club members.  
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Gathering of the faithful  

 

With the clubôs AGM scheduled for the evening of August 10 th  a determination to bring the club 

calendar year to a close, the appointment of the committee for the upcoming year and to 

celebrate  the achievements of our members across the many facets of fly fishing  is high on the 

agenda.  

 

The presentation of awards at the coming AGM will be:  

 South East Queensland Fly Fishers Club ñChampion Fly Fisher of the Yearò 

 South East Queensland Fly Fishers Club ñNovice Fly tyer of the Yearò 

 South East Queensland Fly Fishers Club ñOpen Flytyer of the Yearò 

 

Some of the reco gnition  for achievements within the framework of the club is up for review 

while other s are  new to the club and have the potential to crea te many  enjoy able  and 

challeng ing times ahead  for our  club members.  I have include d the details of the operating 

principles at the close of the club meeting report.  

 

Jon Burgess spoke of the project that he and other s are passionate about and have been 

beavering away at for some time that being the ñAustralian Fly Fishing Championshipsò. The 

championships are an annual event where each state has the opportunity to submit their 

teams to fish off for the national title. Each state team is made up of 10 repres entatives and 

the focus each year is on trout fishing. Jon has put out the feelers to as many clubs in 

Queensland that we have contact details for. There is also building interest from within our 

own club to have a crack at this opportunity. If there is an yone who would like to know more  

about the Australian Fly fishing Championships Give Jon (Club Captain) a buzz. Jonôs home 

number is listed with the committee members at the end of the newsletter.      

 

The dates for the Darwin Flyrodders Saltwater C halleng e were discussed. This year the event 

will be held on the 18 th  to 20 th  September  2010 . In previous years many of our members have 

taken the opportunity to experience the fantastic hospitality  and fly fishing heaven  that only 

Darwin  can  turn on. Big gear, b ig bottles of water, big bottles of sun block and strong arms  are 

all thatôs required. If you are up for this occasion, contact Mark Hosking for the good oil.  

 

Finalising arrangements for the next club outing, ñThe Tweed Outingò was also  discussed. As 

always the expressions of interest in the Tweed Outing were good. This is a great piece of 

water that has the capacity to turn up several species on the day. More on the Tweed Club 

Outing later in the newsletter.  

 

There were also three conc epts put forward a t the meeting  for the recognition of species 

captures for club members.  As there was an expression of interest in all three concepts and 

given that each concept had merit and did not compromise the principals of the other 

outcomes then a decision was made to run with all three.  



 

These principles for the three categories will come into effect for the 2010/2011 

SEQFFC year.  

 

A brief explanation and th e detailed operating principles are given below.  

 

SEQFFC Club Champion of the Year ò 
  

 Will be determined from the results achieved from four nominated club events 

contested in one club calendar year. AGM to AGM.  

 Winner will be presented with the perpetual, ñSEQFFC Flyfishing  Champion of the Year 

Trophyò during the scheduled AGM meeting. 

 Have the following principl es applied :  

 

We normally have a club fishing outing once a month. For the 2010/2011 4 of these outings 

will be our  nominated  ñClub Championship ò rounds. The 4 outings that have been selected are 

Byangum , Nerang , Jumpinpin  and the Tweed . These are all ñlocalò and offer the best 

opportunity for as many members to compete as possible.   

 

Please note that all members are welcome to fish the event however only those that nominate 

prior to the event that they are competing in the Club Championship will be able to  lodge a 

score sheet.  

 

Rules & Gui delines  
 To be eligible you must be a current Full or Junior  financial member of the SEQFFC  

 The fish has to be caught on conventional flyfishing tackle  

 Nominations to enter as a competitor for any of the scheduled outings m ust be lodged 

with the Outing Coordinator before or at the monthly club meeting held immediately 

prior to the outing.  

 Scoring record sheets with an attached copy of this document will be distributed by the 

events coordinator to members who nominate to comp ete prior to the close of the 

monthly club meeting prior to the scheduled club outing.  

 The names of members who wish to nominate to compete in any of the scheduled 

outings will be separated into two groups, fishing boat owners and fishing crew. The 

names o f the boat owners and crew members will then be drawn to determine the pairs 

who will fish together on the day.  

Allocation of scoring points  
The following system for the allocation of scoring points shall be applied.  

 Two points for first place on the day.  

 One point for second place on the day.  

 Plus one extra bonus point for the largest nominated species caught on the day.  

Calculation of measurement for scoring points :  
 The total  length of the three largest fish of the nominated species will used to 

determine  the results submitted on the day.  

 Where the nominated species has a fork tail the measurement shall be taken along the 

length of the fish from the lip to the start of the fork. Where the fish has a paddle tail 

then the measurement shall be from the lip to  the end of the tail.  

 The calculation of length measurement to be determined with the use of a rigid 

measuring device that has a stop at one end and shows single centimetre increments.  

 Before a record of the length measurement of a nominated species can b e written onto 

the scoring sheet  the captured fish must be released.  

 Only capture records submitted on the club scoring record forms and submitted on the 

day of the event will be accepted for the purpose of determining the winner.  

 No ñpre-fishingò of the scheduled outing location for 5 days prior to the outing.  

 

 



Nominated Outings Information  
 
Byangum, Upper Tweed River ï ñThe Brian McDuffie Memorialò 

Launch , start/finish point ï Park adjacent to Byangum Bridge. (On the Kyogle Road)  

Condition/Requirements  ï Paddle or electric power only, freshwater, non tidal, current NSW 

fish licence required, Launch site gravel suitable for smaller boats, canoes and the like. Ample 

parking space, BBQ area next to launch area. No Toilet facilities.  

Nominated Species ï Bass  (Total length of best 3), NSW fishing regulations apply.  

Lines In  -  04.45 am (Qld time)  

Lines Out  -  11.00 am (Qld time)  

 
Nerang River ï ñTrout Tackle in the Saltò 

Launch, start finish point  ï Boat ramp (Arthur Earl Park, UBD map 37, J2)  

Conditions/Require ments  ï Saltwater, tidal, shaded BBQ area and toilet facilities, reasonable 

parking space, no problems parking with early start.  

Nominated Species  ï Bream  (Total length of best 3), QLD fishing regulations apply.  

Lines In  ï 05.45 am  

Lines Out  ï 12.00 Noon  

Approved fly tackle on the day:  

Rod  -  Maximum 6#, Tippet  -  Maximum 6lb, Hook Size  -  Maximum #8.  

 
Jumpinpin  (Classified smooth waters only)  

Launch, start/finish point  ï Jacobs Well boat ramp.  

Conditions/ Requirements  ï Saltwater, tidal. BBQ area, covered she lter and toilets at ramp 

site. VMR located at ramp to log on if you wish to do so. QLD fishing regulations apply.  

Nominated Species  ï All   (Only the largest fish  of one species  and a maximum of three 

different species  can be used to determine the overall t otal length for capture on the day)  

For e xample , Largest flathead 45cm, largest bream 25cm, largest yellow tail pike 40 cm. Total 

recordable captures for the day , 45cm+25cm+40cm = 110cm.  

Lines In  ï 06.00 am  

Lines Out  ï 12.00 Noon  

 
Tweed River  (Classified smooth waters only)  

Launch, start/finish point  ï Boat ramp, Fingal Rd. (UBD map 83, A17)  

Conditions/ Requirements  ï Good sheltered all weather boat ramp, BBQ area and toilet 

facilities, current NSW fishing licence required, reasonable parking spaces.  

Nomi nated Species ï Flathead  (Total length of best 3), QLD fishing regulations apply.  

Lines In  -  06.00 am  

Lines Out  -  12.00 Noon  
 

SEQFFC ñTop Ten ò Species of the Year  
 
Rules & Guidelines  

 The competition shall run annua lly from the 1 st  August to 31 st  July each year.   

 To be eligible you must be a current Full or Junior financial member of the SEQFFC.  

 The fish has to be caught on conventional flyfishing tackle  

 Fish can be caught at anytime i.e. does not have to be caught on ñofficialò club outings. 

 The Top Ten win ners shall be announced at the Annual General Meeting each year.  

 Each winner shall receive a gift voucher and a certificate  

The ñTop Tenò nominated species are:  
-  Bass  

-  Saratoga  

-  Bream  

-  Flathead (Any Species)  

-  Tailor  

-  Trevally (Any Species)  

-  Tuna ( Any Species)  

-  Tarpon  

-  Mackerel (Any species)  

-  Kingfish  

 

 



Geographical Boundaries  
SEQ or Northern NSW Waters from Ballina to Hervey Bay (in line with the northern tip of 

Fraser Island)  

 

Measurement of fish  
 Where the nominated species has a fork tail the  measurement shall be taken along the 

length of the fish from the lip to the start of the fork. Where the fish has a paddle tail 

then the measurement shall be from the lip to the end of the tail.  

 The calculation of length measurement to be determined with the use of a rigid 

measuring device that has a stop at one end and shows single centimetre increments.  

 Photographic evidence of the fish showing its size on the measuring device must be 

submitted to be eligible.  

Club Record Captures -  Any Species  
 

 The rec ording process for a species  will start from 1 st  August 2010  has no close off 

date. (Ongoing)  

 Any species can be nominated for recording purposes.  

 Once a species has been nominated for recording purposes that species will be 

displayed  on the club web page  and will be available for upgrading  by all club members.  

 To be eligible you must be a current Full or Junior financial member of the SEQFFC.  

 The fish has to be caught on conventional flyfishing tackle  

 Fish can be caught at anytime i.e. does not have to be caught on ñofficialò club outings. 

 The nomination of a species capture and/or the upgrading there off shall be presented 

at one of the scheduled club monthly meetings . 

 Only the longest capture of any species will be displayed on the current records. i.e. t he 

latest upgrade.  

 The required process of verification of the capture shall be presented along with a 

verbal description of ñWhere, When and on what Flyò at the club monthly meeting.  

Geographical Boundaries  
There are no g eographical boundaries for this ca tegory.  

 

Measurement of fish  
 

 Where the nominated species has a fork tail the measurement shall be taken along the 

length of the fish from the lip to the start of the fork. Where the fish has a paddle tail 

then the measurement shall be from the lip to the end of the tail.  

 The calculation of length measurement to be determined with the use of a rigid 

measuring device that has a stop at one end and shows single centimetre increments.  

 Photographic evidence of the fish showing its size on the measuring device must be 

submitted to be eligible.  

 

Tw eed River Club  Outing  -  27 / 7 /2010  -  Jeff Christoffel  

 
 

The early pre dawn gathering of club members at the Fingal boat ramp on the Tweed River 

was in full swing when E zvin  and I arrived. In short time the  fantastic plas tic was ready for the 

brin ey and th e fly rods readied for action with the assistance of the car park lighting.  As we 

steamed out of the sheltered launching area and made our way down stream we were greeted 

with one of natures early morning delights, a spec tacular sun rise.  

 

 



 
A Tweed day dawning  

 

The plan was to make our way downstream and check out the area around the marina and 

lagoons opposite the house boat moorings. Several of the other club members had moved 

closer to the river mouth in the hope of c oming up with some larger tailor and trevally that 

often work that area early morning.  Others were casting to the extensive sand banks and 

gutters in the area. There is a healthy population of flathead that call this area home and that 

was the main focus o n the falling tide.  

 

Taz had fished this area two weeks prev ious. The tide was simi lar and the flathead came out to 

play. In one location Taz reported a lizard a cast at one stage so hopes were high on board 

their boat.  As the fish gods often do an easy ca tch was not to be the order of the day. Many of 

the best looking spots were off the boil. We could not even see startled fish as we slowly 

worked our way around the weed beds on the shallows. Early that morning we had located a 

school of bait fish so we ma de the decision to make you way back over to the spot where they 

had been most active.  Once we had located the bait fish school we worked them both 

underneath and around the edges.  

 

 
Tiny bait fish so thic k you could nearly walk on them  

 



The bait school w as holding close to the surface and gave the impression of heavy rain drops 

on the surface of the crystal clear water. At times there was evidence of predators working the 

school as the school showered the surface and divided quickly and then reformed thei r tight 

formation.    

 

 

 
Tailor and Flathead worked the schooled bait fish for an easy feed  

  

Although all this activity continued for hours and within casting distance of our boat the results 

were slow. It was definitely  going to be a ñdeath by a thousand castsò morning. We finally 

gave up on the schooling fish after several hours of working them solid. With only half an hour 

till lines out E zvin  hooked a nice flathead on a larger shrimp pattern at the entrance to a 

feeding drain. A fitting end to a chal lenging by enjoyable mornings fishing.  

 

 
Hook, L ine and Shrimp Pattern  

 

The lads had fired up the BBQ  so a tasty snag on bread served up by our cooks  Mini Mark and 

Jorgen put the worms to bed.  

 



 
Time to  compare notes and enjoy a feed  

 

Turns out everyone had to wo rk for their bacon that morning  with several smaller flathead 

making up the bulk of the fish measured. Looking forward to the Tweed again next year.    

 

Miami High School Fly Fishing Tuition  
 

Each year for the past six years the South East Queensl and Fly Fishers Club has assisted the 

Year 11 and 12 Marine Science students with fly fishing classes as part of the OP scoring within 

the studentôs curriculum. This year there were 24 students keen to have a crack at something 

totally different. Tom Boylan  has been involved in the programme since it first kicked off. This 

year Tom, Bob Knott, Brian Kirkley, Jon Burgess, who is a qualified FFF casting instructor and I  

worked with the students.  

 

 

 
Brian kicking off one of the fly c asting sessions  



 

The studen ts were divided into two groups  of twelve, with one group tying flyôs with Bob and 

Tom and the other group fly casting with Brian, Jon and myself. The followi ng week the groups 

swapped over  and the last week we all met at Lakewo ods estate  to test the studen ts casting 

skills with their own flyôs being cast to the fish.  

 

 
The  class room was never this good  

 

The weather gods  could have turned the fan back a few notches for the fly casting tuition. 

Despite the somewhat tough conditions when the students were go ing through their paces with 

the fly casting, most students started to get a feel for the concepts.  

 

 

 

 
Getting the hang of it  

 

Having the opportunity to spend this quality time with the students was rewarding a nd the 

students and teaching staff enjoyed t he experience. I might add that the weather gods were 

kind to us all on the last day. The night before it was raining cats and dogs but as the early 

morning conditions showed some change the decision was made to get the show on the  road . 

By starting time t he sun was peering through and it was full steam ahead.  

 


