
 
  

 

Welcome to all , 
 

The fly fishing front looks solid as we look at the reports that are coming on board from 
Hervey Bay to Northern NSW. In the words of a keen fly fisher and experienced member from 

the fisheries  department, ñIt appears that the heavy wet system in the early part of the year 
has reset the fishing patterns back to better timesò. There are certainly good reasons for the 

healthy populations of seasonal fish to be present  with large schools of bait f ish and other 
food sources evident in many of our waterways.   

 

The reference made to these better times brings back memories of our family camping 
holidays some 35 years ago  at Elliot t  Heads on the coast near  Bundaberg. The annual 

pilgrimage from our home i n the west involved the crossing of several creek systems that 
were often swollen with flood waters at this time of the year. Our car and box trailer loaded 
to the brim with camping gear, two very young children on board, heat and humidity that 

would make a red belly black snake crook  and all the  while plac ing  stones on the water edge 
to check if th e creek was in fact sti ll rising  or actually dropping in level.   After ferrying the 

family across the swollen waters by truck, walking the water to make sure t heir were no 
surprise s, covering the bull bar on the HT Holden with a t arp, removing the fan belt  and 

spraying the electrics with CRC it was follow close being the semi trailer as he cut a path 
through the water to get to the other side. Put everything b ack together and hope the rest of 
the creeks to be crossed had not seen to much moisture in their catchment systems.  Perhaps 

the weather patterns are cycling and the conditions that we experienced this year is a 
reflection of that , only time will tell.  

 
On the club front there have  been plenty of activities to keep the members busy. The fly tying 
days have proved a great success, there are several not to be missed club outings on the boil 

and good fishing reports from club members shows no sign of buckling u nder the heavy 
schedule of Christmas duties as yet.  

 
It is my intention to introduce a new segment to out club newsletter this month. One of our 
keen newer club members,  Alex, seems to add a new species to his list every opportunity he 

gets. I feel that on e of the things that our club journal needs to acknow ledge is these 
significant mile stones achieved by our club members. My thoughts go along the lines of not 

only acknowledging the first of a species taken on fly but also personnel best captures of 
speci es taken on fly. I will kick off this segment this month.   

 

Cheers  
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Club Meeting -  11 / 10 /201 1  
 
This monthôs club gathering was very well attended with 27 crew and guest speakers on 
board.  

 
Captain Gavin Platz was our guest speaker for the month and Gavin had also kindly offered to 

judge the club fly tying outcomes for 2011. This is an unenviable task as the quality of the 
entries makes choosing the bes t fl ies like splitting hairs. Gavin also gave a presentation on 
the N onouti Project which has  given much to the people of the region in the way of self 

independence opportunities for their families into the future. More on this project later.  
 

 
October Cl ub Gathering  

 
Items for discussion were:  

 
  Planning for upcoming club outings. Final plans for the Variety Childrenôs Toga on Fly 

weekend at B orumba Dam was first up. As always there is a lot of interest in this great 

weekend.  
 

The plan ôs for the trout tr ip to Ebor were also discussed with  Jon Burgess relaying and 
co-ordinating the details of this top shelf outing.  
 

The Brian McDuffie Memorial will be held on Sunday 4 th  December at the usual location 
of B yangum  Bridge  on the upper Tweed River. This outi ng is a  not to be missed event.    

 
 The dates and venue for the ñClub Christmas Gatheringò was discussed with a date 

change to the 11 th  of December and a lunch time picnic in the park on Tallebudgera 

Creek decided on as the venue .   
 

 At the December meeting we will get a feel for the makeup of the  2012  club calendar.  
A range of options will be presented based on successful outings of past years with 
new options placed in the melting pot on the night.  

 

 Plans for the next fly tying gathering were sorted.  

 



With business sorted it was time for a sh ort break to sell a few raffle tickets and catch up on 
the fly grapevine.  

 
Then it was over to Captain Gav in Platz for the judging of this years fly tying champions and 

then on to Gavinôs talk or the evening.  Gavin had his work cut out sorting through the f ly 
tying entries over the past few weeks and still it was not an easy task making that final 
decision.  

 

 
Gavin giving some insight into the quality fl ie s submitted by the members  

 
Gavinôs explanation of the critiquing of all the entries was well received and served to get a 

better understanding of the criteria that people of his years of experience look for when 
judging situations such as this.  

 

The first award presented was for the Novice Fly tyer for 2011. This award is open to any club 
member who has no t taken out this award previously. The fly tying gods must have been 

sitting on my shoulder that night, and I managed the Novice Award.  
 

 
Itôs up against  the big guns after this  



Then it was time to announce the winner of the Open Fly tyer for 2011.    As in most years, 
there were some great entries submitted for judging and this year ôs winner was Ezvin S arvan . 

 

 
Ez, the proud recipient of this year ôs award  

 
Many thanks to Gavin for his valued contribution in judging the club fly tying awards.  

 
Gavin then took the members and guests through a project that has b een a long term 

passion of his:  
 

ñThe Nonouti  Projectò 
 

 
Establishing new fly fishing frontiers that  support local community growth  

 

 



Gavin explained how the objective of this project was to es tablish a meaningful and 
sustainable opportunity to fly  fish this location while developing a strong base with which the 

local communities can take these opportunities to grow them into the future.  
 

 
More water than  land in this n eck of the woods  

 

To bri ng about the desired result a strong focus on the end result had to be maintained. The 
journey of development of such a project require d continuous consultation with the 
communities at all levels.   

 
 

 

 
Looking better now, there are small dots of land mas s on the map  

 



The constraints that have to be sorted f rom a logistical perspective are some of those things 
that we may be forgiven for taking for granted. An example is drinking water. Given the lay 

of the land and the needs of the local populations in t his area, drinking water  is a valuable 
commodity. Hence  drinking water to cater for any visitors to this location  need s to be brought 

in.  
 

While water was a tad thin on the ground, this was more that compensated for by the 

welcoming smiles of the local ch ildren.  
 

 
You bet the children are excited  

 

Any exploration of the area required the close scrutiny of the many years of experience that 
local life brings. For the guides in training this present s exciting times.  

 

 
For the local lads, maps are like shoe s. They havenôt had a great need for them in the past 

 



 
The Captain and the Crew  

 
If the hospitality and friendly  nature of the local communities is not enough to encourage you 

to drop in on Nonouti then perhaps the fishing might sway you.  
 

 
A small ta ste o f what is on tap at Nonouti  

 

Because of the sensitive nature of the underpinning requirements that must be met, this 
magic location will play host to only a small number of fly anglers each year. If this is one of 
those locations that you would like to fly fish before the bell rings then contact Captain Gavin 

or any of the crew at ñTie ón Flyò on the Sunshine Coast.   
 

Again, many thanks to Gavin for judging our club fly tying  and the informative  and 
entertaining evening.  

                                                                                                 

                                                                                            

 

 

 



The Variety Childrenôs ñToga on Fly W eekend ò 

 

A phone call from Jeremy Wakelin , who is also known as ñJeremy Fisherò by his friends who 

subscribe to his books  indicated a great turn out was building for this years Variety Childrenôs 

Toga on Fly Weekend.  

 

 
Jeremy in all his glory  

The weather gods were also on side for this weekend which is centred on  having a relaxing 
time  in a magic environment  with like minded people. Jeremy, Judy and Kelly  along with their 
family are no strangers to organising weekend of this type  and have a list of top shelf  

weekends focused on the f ly fishing community to their credit.  ñThe Variety Childrenôs Bass 
on Flyò weekend in March and the ñVariety Childrenôs Toga on Flyò weekend in October of 

each year are not to be missed  fly fishing opportunities . 
 

 
The Variety Childrenôs Toga on Fly Team  

As the years march on the popularity of these fly fishing weekends continue to grow. And this 
year there were  46  fly anglers with their names officially on the attendance  board  before the 

briefing . 
 



 
Still room for more anglers on the recording board f or next October  

 

A few of the members had taken the opportunity to head up to the camp mid week and were 
there to greet us when we rolled into Deer Park  at midday Friday.  Straight to the kiosk to 
sort the camping fees, renew our SIPôs for the year  ahead  and then set up home for the 

weekend.  
 

 
Plenty of fishing stories shared on arrival  

 
We had plenty of time up our sle eves to slip the boat in and have a good look around the 

dam. B orumba Dam is one of those locations where it is a pleasure to be on th e water. There 
are countless small bays, kilometres of structure and health lily and weed beds.  

 



 
Toga Town  

 

Friday night is briefing time and a good opportunity to catch up with old friends and generally 
socialise and swap fishing stories.  

 

 
Jeremy a nd Judy sorting the formal ities  

 
 

This year there was an additional bonus organised with the catering crew offering a hot 
breakfast at the B orumba Dam launch area. It was as simple as place your orders and your 

hot breakfast could be picked up as you laun ched your boat. With a hot feed in your hand as 
you steamed up to you favourite secret location, it simply doesnôt get any better than that.  

 

With the increase in the number of boats on the water you my think that qui et  spots to cast 
to maybe a problem. T his was not the case due to the fact that B orumba dam offers so many 

options of good toga country to explore.  
 
Lunch time on the Saturday saw the usual pilgrimage to the Yabba arm for the lines out, eat 

and rest gathering. As in the past there was a smorgas bord of foods laid out by the anglers to 
tempt the gathering.  

 



 
Th e Saturday lunch time selection  

 

 
Lunch time parking at ñThe Cafe La Yabbaò 

  
Reading this you could be forgiven for thinking that all we did during the weekend was eat. 

Well as the fi nal figures show that of the 46 anglers, half submitted  Toga catchers on their 
record sheets. And as always there were  plenty of togas  that hooked up and found their 
freedom before they could be measured and released.  

 
Getting a Toga take is only the beginni ng, as  about 50% find freedom due to their hard 

mouths and aerial antics when hooked. That said here are a few photoôs of some Toga that 
were caught and released  this weekend . 

 



 
Alex with his first toga on fly  

 
 

 

 

 
The old toga master, Vince with a health y toga  

 

 
 

 



 
Ez with a toga picked up in a quite inlet  

 

On Saturday morning, Jon Burgess hooked up and boated a large toga on his second cast of 
the day , while Paul Goodey had a long and nervous job on his hands subduing  the largest 
toga for the weekend to the boat. Paulôs toga went 77 cm.  

 
Over all there were 27 togas  that made the recording sheets for a total aggregate length of 

1823 cm.   
 

If all of this action and casting started to take its  toll on your stamina then there was always 

Vinceôs floating coffee bar to regather your senses . 
 

 
Vinceôs floating coffee cafe 

    
 



 
Saturday evening and the results were steadily coming in  and Jeremy  was hard at work 

updating the results of the day. At the same time the crew was full steam ahead preparing 
the e vening meal in the engine room.  

 

 
The catering crew whipping up a feast  

 

 
The c rew enjoying a chat over dinner  

 
The Sunday morning session saw the weather godôs smile on the weekend again. After 

picking up breakfasts  it was up the dam to search out th e toga.  
 
 



 

 
Daryl , probing likely locations for toga on the western arm  

 

 

 
Sunday morning glassed out in paradise  

 

With an early mist on the water and barely a breath of bre eze the conditions for fly could not 
have been better. Many of the anglers were  rewarded with some quality toga coming to the 
boat and just as many togas finding freedom before they made the recording sheets.  

Beautiful one day, perfect the next, a  great session on the water.  
 

With lines out at 10.30 it was time to head back to camp , pack up  and prepare for  the 
presentations  and you guess it, cooked sausages and potato wedges . No wonder the 

bathroom scales read one at a time by the time  I g ot home.  
 

With people travelling from as far away as the northern areas of H ervey Bay and so uth to 

Yamba , the presentations kicked off just after Sunday midday .   



 

 
The trophies for the toga weekend. All hand crafted by Jeremy  

 
 

 
Kim Strathe arn  took out the line honours  for the weekend  

 
There were trophies awarded for the overall winner, second and third place  and the top team,  
calculated by using the aggregate length measurement of the toga  caught and released , 

during the weekend.  
 

Second on the tally board was Glen Porter, with third spot going to Carl B annard. The teamôs 
spot was awarded  to the team of Kim and Carl.  
 

Well done to all  the top scorers . 
 



There is also some friendly jousting for a trophy assigned to an interclub challenge.  
This trophy goes to the club whose member catches the longe st  toga for the weekend.  

 

 
Paul Goodey anch ored the interclub trophy for the SEQFFC with his  77cm toga  

 

Throughout the year Jeremy  and Judy approach different or ganisations  to come on board to 
sponsor items to be either used as raffles or to be given in the random draws at the closure 

of the presen tations.  
 

The generosity of the organisations and individuals  who offer assistance by supporting this 

great weekend is applauded by everyone who has the opportunity to be part of this great 
weekend which is centred on  such a worthy cause, ñVariety Children ôs Charityò.    

 
Thank you from us all.  

 

 
Kerry draws the gia nt stubby co oler donated by BCF  

 
 



 
The Variety Childrenôs Toga on Fly crew for  2011  

 

If you are looking to join in the fun in the 2012  ñVariety Childrenôs Toga on Flyò weekend the 
dates are s et for the weekend of the  19 th , 20 th  and 21 st  of October.  

 
If you wish to book one of the well appointed cabins at Deer Park for the weekend , Jeremy 
has placed a tent at ive booking on the cabins for that weekend. You  can be confirmed  your 

arrangements by call ing the office at Deer Park  and make reference to the Variety Toga on 
Fly weekend 2012 . You will need to be quick if you are seeking cabin accommodation as they 

are popular with many of the anglers  attending the weekend.   
 

Also the dates for the ñVariety Childrenôs Bass on Flyô weekend based at Camp Lakefire  on 

Maroon Dam have been set  for the 2nd , 3 rd  and 4 th  of March 2012.  
 

With the central focus of the weekend being to assist the ñVariety Children Charityò the 
variety childrenôs toga  team were over the moon when the final checks and balances revealed 
that the toga weekend  had  raised a total of  $2,800.00  for Variety Childrenôs. 

 
Well done all  involved , and look ing  forward to seeing you all again in 2012.  

 

     Jeff Christoffel  

 

 

Shortly after the Variety Toga on Fly weekend  Jeremyôs mother, Mary , passed  away.  

From the entire fly fishing community we extend our condolences to all of the 

Wakelin family, and hope that our thoughts will bring comfort in these difficult 

timesò.    

 

 
 
 
 



Club Members  -  First of a Species or  Person a l Best  Captures  on Fly   
 

As I men tion ed earlier in the newsletter I would like to kick off a segment to capture the 
achievements of our club members along their fly fishing journey.  

 

 
Alex with his first Toga on Fly at B orumba Dam , October 2011  

 

 

 
My  first rainbow on a dry , November 201 1  

 

 


