
  

 
Welcome to all , 

 
I feel very comfortable in saying that our club has a list of activities that caters for the fly 

fishing palate of most of our members. With the think tank constantly evaluating , taking on 
board ideas of our  membership  and concepts that are value added across other clubs  and 

members of the broader fly fishing community  there is always room for innovation and 
improvement.   
 

A conversation over dinner with some of the clubs long standing memb ers at our last club 
meeting drove home a clear message to me. There are other notable fishing clubs, not  just  

fly fishing clubs that  are currently asking themselves what is the answer to keep the interest 
of the members  and in the long haul  their membership numbers viable  into the future . To our 
club committee  the answer is simple , e nsuring that members both new and long term are 

made feel welcome  and to focus on growing the club activity base to meet the expectations of 
all of our members.  

 
At our 201 1 August AGM  the existing committee was returned for the 2012 year. It is 
certainly a privilege and an honour to receive this vote of confidence from the members  but it 

does raise the bar for the committee  to ensure fresh ideas are put into the melt ing pot  and 
that current expectations are kept in the spotlight.  

 
One area where the plan didnôt deliver the best result this year was our club outing calendar. 

The plans generated in the first pass looked fine  but with the benefit of hindsight  we  misse d 
some critical detail to get the desired results. Given the value that this area adds to the 
enjoyment  and interaction of our club members, a more collective approach to  produc e the 

final product  may get us closer to our desired result  next time aroun d.  
 

Our club is very fortunate to have three qualified casting instructors and others beavering 
away to achieve this outcome. These resources have had a measurable positive result on the 
enjoyment that many of our club members get f rom  their fly fishing.  Feed back from the 

inaugural club fly tying day was fantastic. The day ticked all the boxes and has members 
pencilling in the date of next gathering.  

 
Itôs now full steam ahead as we venture into the new club year.  
 

                                                                                          
                                                                                               Jeff Christoffel  
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August  Club  Meeting  and AGM  

 
The August club meeting is centred on  planning for upcoming outings, discussing planned 
activit y days , fishing re ports and our club AGM to elect the club incoming committee  with a 

casual chat over cheese and crackers to top the evening  off .  With 28 of our club members in 
attendance an enjoyable evening was on tap.  

 
In the early stages of the meeting Tom made an an nouncement that it was his intention to 
never fish in cold locations ever again. T o galvanise his comments  he  offered his trusty old 

warm jacket to the club members in attendance. As there were three members who were 
prepared to duel for this cherished i tem , Tom decreed that the final owner would be 

determined by membership opinion with the candidates modelling  the jacket in catwalk 
fashion.  
 

Like Cinderella and the slipper fairytale. Well here are the action shots; you make up your 
own mind.   

 
Paul , wooi ng the gallery  



 
Kylie , impressing the judges  

 

 
Mark , strutting his stuff  

 
Now donôt get me wrong, Mark can be a really nice chap, when you get to know him  and 

there is not much meat on that frame to keep him warm in winter. What ever the thinking 
was  on the ni ght  I am not certain , but  Mark narrowly pip ped Paul and Kylie at the post  for the 

coveted jacket .   
 
Before the out going committee vacated the chair there were some planning issues to 

discuss:  
 

September Moreton Bay Club Outing  -  The outing w as set for the 4 th  of September. 
Fortunately my error scheduling this outing on father day was picked up and the date for the 
outing was changed to the 11 th  of September launching at Raby Bay VMR ramp.  



Reports:  
 

Uncle Billys ï Reports from the Uncle Billys  club outing was  share d by the club members 
who attended this great weekend. As one would expect, the thermometer was off scale in the 

early and evening parts of the day. There was a respectable catch rate with the eager 
members of the group competing with  the sparrows for the signs of any early rises. There 
were some trophy fish caught and release over the weekend and everyone received a share 

of the interest from the local trout population at varying times over the weekend.  
 

The outing to Uncle Billys is a  great mix of fly fishing, story telling, top shelf tucker and in 
general, quality time out. For those who havenôt yet experienced this one stop shopping tr out  
experience I can recommend pencilling the date in for the next club outing to Uncle Billys . 

 
Miam i High School Tuition ï Tom gave a report on the fly casting and fly tying tuition  with 

the students at the Miami High School. More on this later in the newsletter.  
 
New Activities:  

 
Club Fly Tying Gatherings  -  Paul Goodey raised the concept of conducting sessions on fly 

tying for the club members. The expressions of interest by those in attendance, was good  and 
to the clubs good fortune, Kylie Sargeant made a generous offer of making her work facilities 

available for the gathering.  With all hands on deck  the decision was made to proceed. More 
on this gathering later in the newsletter.  
 

Election of Club Committee Members  for 2012  Club Year ï With the outgoing committee 
members giving a v ote of thanks to the membership for their support over the past club ye ar, 

the positions were declared vacant and Tom Boylan and Bob Knott took the chair to facilitate 
the election of club committee members for the 2012 year. While facilitating the election of 
the committee members, Tom took the opportunity to affirm and than k the out going 

committee members for their efforts during the past year. Tom ôs words were gratefully 
received by the 2011 committee members.  With the nominations in  and the voting 

conducted under the rules of our club,  the results for  our club 2012 commit tee are as follows.  
 
Club President  ï         Mark Hosking  

Club Vice President  ï Jeff Christoffel  
Club Secretary  ï         Paul Goodey  

Club Treasure  ï          Mark Miller  
 
With the 2012 committee returning to the chair the following position were vote d on and 

carried for the following positions:  
 

Club Captain  ï                     Jon Burgess  
Club Events Co -ordinator  ï Tom Boylan  
Publicity Officer  ï                Jeff Christoffel  

Club Newsletter Editor  ï     Jeff Christoffel  
 

The club committee woul d like to take this opportunity to thank all of the club members for 
their support and are looking forward to the club year ahead.  
 

With the formalities finalised  the members chatted over a few drinks and snacks.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
Miami High Flyfishing School of 2011  

 
Recently I was contacted by Neil Sanderson, head of the science dep artment  at Miami High 

School. He asked if once again our club could take his year 12 students studying marine 
science through the joys of flyfishing. This would be the sixth year of our clubôs involvement 
in this project and we readily accepted the invitation.  

 
This year some forty students, boys and girls 16 -17 yrs of age had enrolled for our classes 

twice what we had handled previ ously. It was decided to process them through two groups 
and six sessions  with them  needing to learn flytying, knots and rigs together with short but 
intensive efforts on flycasting.  

 
With so many students I was going to need a lot of help and put out a call to arm s, I must 

thank those that responded and for the great effort they put in. Brian Kirkley, Brian Ware, 
Don Nash, Bob Knot, Jon Burgess, Denis Shaw and our Presso Mark Hosking.  
 

Our final two sessions were devoted to practical flyfishing and we met our stude nts who had 
been bussed down to Lakelands on Guinnes Creek R oad  where they rigged up and attached 

the deadly #4 pink/white Clouserôs they had each tied.  
 

The first group rushed to the water and flayed away for nearly two hours, whilst they 
remained fishless,  their casting under that extra tuition improved markedly.  
 

The second group moved to legendary status when one lad under Denis Shawôs guidance 
hooked and landed a 45cm stingray. This is the first fish caught over six years of classes. 

Understanding that w e are always there in the middle of the day with unproductive tides etc. 
it is an outstanding achievement. Neil Sanderson has promised a special prize for the first 
successful fisherman and as he is currently on long service leave we will need to await the  

outcome. Apparently one of the male teachers captured some photographs of the event but 
as yet I have not tracked him down.  

 
Students are all appraised on their flycasting, flytying and knots and marked accordingly with 
these marks forming a part of their  higher school certificate assessment.  

 
Undoubtedly those that do well in these di sciplines will enjoy a clearer passage into university 

and ultimately run our country.  
                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                           By Tom Boylan  

                                                                             
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Billfly 2K11 ï Channel Point, N .T.  ï Mark Hosking  

 
It all started back in Augu st 2010 when an email appear ed in my inbox from Warren Jeffrey  
from Darwin with an invitation to join him and his 12 year old son Jarryd for a week of fishing 

at Channel Point . I had met Warren numerous times on previous trips to the NT. The prime 
target was Billfish but if the weather was not accommodating then the re was always the  

opportunity to chase the myriad of other species that reside t here. Well it took me about ½ a 
second before I hit  the ñReply to Sender ò with a resounding YES!! The plan was to head to 
Darwin and fish the Freshwater Open with Rog er Bassett  and then  on the Thursday of the 

week following  join Warren and 4 other boats and their crews on the trip to Channel P oint 
which is about 26 0 kms  SW of Darwin. With 3 to a boat there would be 15 of us. Muz had an 

invite from Tim Harding (ñBCò) to join him and Thomas also got a spot on Brett Kahlertôs 
boat.   

 

Typical of the generosity  of the crew  in the Darwin all we had to do was bring our own fishing 
gear and everything else was arranged by them. This was  a logistical nightmare considering 

that Channel Point  is pretty isolated and everything needs to be taken in for the week, food, 
fuel, drinkin g water,  and drinks (which believe me there was plenty off!!).   The camp ing area  
at Channel Point (CP) is outstanding  with a total of only 10 sites and a toilet block including 

sola heated showers. Bore water is available for washing etc. Warren and BC had arranged to 
boo k all of the sites so we had the place to ourselves for the 5 nights we were there. Each 

campsite is a drive through type which made it very convenient and the concrete boat ramp 
complete with a wash down area is only a few hundred metres from the camp.   
 

      
          The Boat Ramp  

 
After watching the Maroons beat the Blues in the first Origin game on the Wednesday night 

and then taking Deb to the airport (she had come up for a bit of sightseeing for a few days) 
finally got into bed around 1.00am. The plan was to meet up wi th everyone else at a Servo 
just out of Darwin at around 6.00am on Thursday morning and  drive in convoy to CP.  

 
 



 
Breaker !  Breaker !  

 
You can only get into CP for about 5 ï 6 months of the year as during the wet the roads are 

cut off. We arrived around lunchtime and after a brief wait whilst Pest Exterminator 
Extraordinaire John disposed of a few million mossies (you should see the size of the Rid cans 
in the Territory!!) everyone got into setting up there camp sites and settling in.  

 
 

 
Warren and Jarr yd from the lookout at  Channel P o int  



 
Ho me for t he next 6 days  

 
 

 

 
This was just for 3 of the crew plus 5 bottles  of Jack and a couple of Jaege r s!! !!!  

 

There was a fair wind blowing so there was no urgency to get the boats in the water as much 
as everyone was busting to have a fish. By about 2.00 in the arvo the wind had died a little 
so Warren , Jarryd & I  decided to launch the boat whilst there was still enough water at the 

ramp. The otherôs decided not to join us. Within a few minutes of leaving the ramp and 
heading around the southern tip of South Peron Island I saw my first bust up of fish, how 
good is this I was thinking , however the primary purpose of the trip was to chas e billfish so 

we kept on heading offshore.  On the trip out we went past probably other 10 or so schools  of 
fish busting up, most of these were either Mack or Longtail Tuna  and Mackerel . By this time I 

was salivating.   



The billfish grounds are located abo ut 40kôs from the ramp and after arriving we got the 
teasers out the back and settled into towing them around for a few hours with attention being 

paid to the water colour and current lines. It was pretty lumpy however we did manage to 
raise 2 fish in less  than ideal conditions but were not able to get a take from either. Headed 
back in around 6 but as we approached the ramp realised that the water level was way too 

low so headed back into the channel to try and get out of the wind and bobbed around in the 
dark until about 9.30pm before we could get the boat back on the trailer with the help of 

some of the other guys.  
 
Friday morning dawned and despite the intentions of making an early start on the water, the 

fan was well and truly blowing so the day was sp ent lazing around the camp and having a 
wander and fish along the beach just down from the campsites.   
 

  
Prospecting the beach by the camp  

 

 
Aroun d  the campfire at night was  always a laugh  



  
On e of the smaller locals        Check this out for breakfast!!  

 

The decision was made over a few beers on Friday night that we would head out early on 
Saturday morning and if the wind was blowing too much  then head for some sheltered 
beaches north of CP. Thatôs what ended up happening as the wind did not abate and by the 

time we got to the Billfish grounds it was like riding a roller coaster. We did tow the teasers 
for about an hour or so and raised anothe r couple of fish but with the conditions it was almost 

impossible to get a cast at them. By mid morning we had had enough and headed back to 
shore and found a beautiful little beach in the lee of a point with a creek running into it.  
 

Anchored the boat i n the shallows, grabbed a  few beers and a bite to eat and relaxed under 
the trees up from the beach for a while and then grabbed the rods and headed to the creek. 
Jarryd was into some small Barra straight away and the three of enjoyed several hours 

catchin g and releasing Barra and then casting of f the beach and catching queenfish, salmon, 
trevally and giant herring. Pretty amazing when you can walk along a remote beach and cast 

to school after school of blue salmon and queenfish  that were patrolling the ed ge of a drop 
of f. As the arvo wore on we decided it was time to head back to make sure we had enough 
water at the ramp to retrieve the boat. When you have up to a 7 metre tidal movement you 

have to be conscious all the time of the state of the tide as it i s a long wait if you miss the 
window.   
 

 
Does it get much better than this ? Offshore wind and plenty of fish of the beach  



 

     
    One of the many  Giant Herring caught   Miles of beaches to explor e ï if you only had the time  

 

A debrief around the campfire that night and everyone else had done the same thing as us 
and headed into shore to fish along the countless kilometres of beach. BC, John & Muz had 

found another creek a little further south than where we had come ashore and had got into 
plenty of small Barra as well as polaroiding some metre long queenfish over the flats at the 
creek mouth.  

 

 
The sunsets were pretty spectacular  



 
Muz with one of dozens of barra he pulled from  the creek in a couple of hours  

 

 
The Queenies come in pretty good sizes as well ï John with a beauty  

 
Sunday and the wind was still blowing but despite this made an attempt to head to the billfish 

grounds again. This was short lived  as by the time we got out there the wind had jumped up 
another 10 or so Kôs an hour so back to the same spot as yesterday. We were joined during 



the day by a couple of the other boats and crews with everyone having a ball casting to fish 
off the beach. Another great day spent ca tching  fish, having a few beers and relaxing.  

 

 
 
 

 
More beaches, more fish  ï Jarryd and I with a section to ou r selves  

 
 



With Mondayôs weather looking to be better plans were made for an early start. Unfortunately 
the wind had not read the weather report and the fu rther offshore we went the worse the 

conditions became. Decided to head back in closer to shore and spent a few hours chasing 
school after school of Mack &  Longtail Tuna. To see the tuna numbers up there is astounding 
and  although they were a bit flighty we manage a few with J arryd getting his first on fly.  

 

 
Jarryd ôs first Tuna on fly  

 
Headed back to shore and caught up with BC , Muz and John  at the creek mouth that they had 
fishe d a  few days before and all of us got stuck into the Barra. Den (BCôs brother) had driven 

ñWhat Boatò up from CP as well and he took Muz and Jarryd further up the creek to have a 
fish with Jarryd landing a good size barra and getting smashed by a few other s.   
 

 
ñWhat Boat ò can go anywhere  if it ôs ppowered by BC !!  



 
Jarryd with a nice Barra from further  up the creek  

 
As the tide started to come back in Warren and I finally had enough water under the boat to 

motor up the beach a little t oo some flats where we polaroided a couple of big queenfish. 
Unfortunately we dropped them both. Thomas who was further south  down the beach was 
doing the same and landed one about a metre long.  

 

 
Thomas with  a ripper Queeny!!  

 
 



   
Plenty of Blue Salmon around as well ï these things can go!!  

 

With the afternoon disappearing Warren, Jarryd and I decided to head out to around North 
Peron where we picked up some Trevally, more queenfish and salmon. The fishing 
opportunities at this place were un ending . Back to camp late in the arvo with the sad 

realization that we were heading home tomorrow. After a quick pack up on Tuesday morning 
we were on the track by mid morning and made a very welcome stop at the Rum Jungle pub 

for lunch on the way. Arrived back at Warrenôs mid arvo and unpacked and helped clean the 
boat and then caught up with a few of the crew and their wives/partners for dinner at the 
local before making our way to the airport for the red eye flight home.  

 
What a week!!! Channel Point and the fishing opportunities that are available are 
unbelievable. It did not matter where we were , there were always fish that were keen to 

att ach  themselves to the end of your flyline. You could spend years fishing this section of the 
NT coastline and still not uncover all of its potential . Whilst the weat her was not that kind to 

us to enable us to chase billfish offshore the rest of the fishing was unforgettable. A huge 
thanks to Warren and Jarryd  for inviting me along and for the massive amount of work they 
did in getting everything arranged including the  food, camping gear, drinks etc.  It truly was  

a pleasure and a trip that will live in my memory for a very long time. I hope t hat  one day I 
get the opportunity to do it all again.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Club  Fly Tying Morning  
 
On Saturday 3 rd  September the inaugural fly tying gathering of the SEQF FC took place at the 
Currumbin Community Special School (thanks Kylie).  

 
Alex, Ez, Bev, Dean, Bob, Tom, Kate, Kruger, Jorgen, Kerry, Kylie and myself gath ered in the 

staff room which was well set up for fly tying with comfortable seats and tables, plenty of 
light and the fresh aroma of coffee brewing (thanks again Kylie).  
 

 
Fun with Fur and Feathers  

 
Honestly, you could not design a better fly tying fac ility ï itôs great.  The day began with a 
BBQ breakfast consisting of eggs and bacon which went down a treat, thanks Tom.  I 

suggested we commenced by tying bucktail Clouserôs because once used to handling bucktail, 
synthetic materials are easy because you can cut and shape the length.  Iôm pretty sure 

everyone managed to tie at least half a dozen Clouserôs including flash tail Clouserôs, anorexic 
Clouserôs, half/half which have a deceiver tail and clouser head.  
 

 
Focused on the task  

  
It was amusing to hear  Tomôs voice in the background quoting ñthink sparseò as Bev stripped 
more bucktail from the bunch she had in her hand.  Ez showed us a synthetic clouser tied 

with Steve Farraôs SF Flash blend which looked pretty good.   
 



 
 

We then went on to some bass  vampires which I have done pretty well with in the dams.  
With what everyone brought along we had enough material to deck out a couple of fly fishing 
shops and everyone was able to tie all the flies.  Speaking to a few guys after the session, it 

would app ear that everyone had a great time and are looking forward to the next time which 
is Saturday 15 th  October, 8am at the same venue when we will be tying flies for the Toga 

competition.  See our website for details.  
 
I thoroughly enjoyed demonstrating how I tie certain patterns and I get a buzz from helping 

newcomers because I was pretty hopeless when I first started, all fingers and thumbs and no 
natural flare for the craft but if you really enjoy something and practice, practice and learn 

from other fly tye rs , you  can soon see a lot of improvement and the meetings that are now 
set up will fast track all our tying abilities.  Apart from the tying it is about a bunch of like -
minded people exchanging ideas, talking fishing and having some fun.  

 
Cheers  

Paul Goodey  
 
Hereôs a brief look at the flies we will be trying to tie in October. 

   

 
Awesome Dahlberg ôs 



 

 
More Toga Teasers  

  
 
 

 
Bead and Cone Head Toga Patterns  

 



 
Toga Tempters that Pop and Wiggle  

                                                            

Product Reports  -  Jeff Christoffel  
 

This month  I would like to have a closer look at a hot smoking cooker, ñThe  Nipper Kipper 
Smoke Ovenò.  
 

I first purchased  one of these smoker ovens around the mid eighties. At that time the on ly 
version from the production line that I could get my hands on was made of sheet galvanised 

material. Not that the galvanised material was a problem, as the old smoker still serves me 
well to this day after countless cooks. I was lucky enough to win one of the new stainless 
steel models at the last Variety Childrenôs Toga on Fly weekend. The newer model has a few 

handy features that tick a few boxes with me. I will go through so things to look for in a hot 
smoker cooker.  

 

 
The old Galvanised model  and the new stainless steel smoker unit  

 



 
Things to look for with a hot smoker:  

 
 With the bottom tray in place, ensure there is sufficient room  left to accommodate the 

portions you wish to cook in the smoker oven.  
 Look for a good seal on the cooking chamber. A tight seal will retain heat, moisture and 

smoke if shavings are being used.  

 For safety reasons, always operate with two burners. One under the cooker and the second 
cool mentholated  filled burner ready to take over when the first burner has run dry of fuel. 

Never  refill an empty, hot burner with methylated spirits . Ensure you let it cool down first.  
 Look for a model that has a floor in the burner box. Note my first Nipper Kipper Smoker had 

no floor on the burner compartment.  

 Stainless steel makes for m uch easier cleaning, but takes longer to transfer the heat to the 
cooking chamber.  

 Always handle the hot burners with cooking tongs   
  

 
The depth of the cooking chamber need s to suit the food to be cooked  

 

 
A floor in the burner chamber is a convenient an d safe option  

 

                                                                                      


